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ANCIENT QUARRIES IN LESBOS ISLAND, GREECE

Me tn cuvepyaoia tou kab. Lorenzo Lazzarini
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Lesbium») Bpioketai’oe améotaon 5 Km amé tn MutiAfvn, oto §popo mpog tn Mo-
pla, petd ™ Staotavpwon tou MavpoBouviou. v

Eival éva amé ta peyoAutepa — iowg To HEYOAUTEPO — TNG Meooyeiou e TTOANA E-
Twrma e€6puéng. Eival to povadikd apxaio Aatopeio Tng Meooyeiou, To omoio Bpioke-
Tal o€ anméotaon 5 Aemtwyv anod moAn (MuTIAfivn), Ue TOAU KaAr mpoéof3aon, Ye dpop-
®n B€a kal Ta TTEPLOCOTEPA NPigpya. Emiong, eival oAU KaAd ekmmaideuTtiké mapddety-
pa apyaiag Texvoloyiag kat e€6puéng.

3ta Aatopeia autd Sidetal n YEWAOYIKN) EpUNVEia TNG neploxnc TWV AATOMEIWVY Kal
n évtagn tng otnVv eVpUTEPN YEWAOYIKN SoUn TNG TTEPLOXNG. KaTtaypdpnKav Ta TEKTO-
VIKA OTOIXE(Q, TTETPOAOYIKA, I{NUATONOYIKA KAl £YIVE AEMITOUEPNG XAPTOYPAPNOoN Kal
TOMmoB£TNON O0TO XAPTN OAWV TWV EPPAVWV HETWTTWV £6pLENG TTOL AVEPKOVTAL OTOV
apBuo 13. Mo cuyKeKPIPEVa, TA apxaia AaTopeia eupiokovTal evidg TnG avwtpladi-
K¢ akoAouBiag Tng autdxBovng evotntag tng A€oBou, N omoia amoTEAETAL ATTO KU-
KAIKEG EVAANAYEG OKOUPOU YKPL XPWHATOG, TTAoUoIwv o€ Megalodon pe avolktol —
YKPL XPWHOTOG, AEMTOTAVIWTOUG, ACBECTITIKOUG SONOUITEG.

Méoa amé amég YEWAOYIKES TTAPATN PN CEIC SIAmMOTWONKE 4T Ta apxaia Aatopsia
e Méplag xpnotpomorenkay yia eE6puen AiBwv kat g MANATEPOUC armd Toug Pw-
HAIKOUG XPOVOUG Kal CUYKEKPLIUEVA KATA TNV KAAOIKN Kat EA\nvioTikr mepiodo.

‘Onwg paivetal 0To XapTn MEPIOXWV TNG Meooyeiou, Tou §60nKe amod tov kadnyn-
T Lorenzo Lazzarini (2002), To métpwpa TG Mdplag peTapEpOnKe Kat XpnotpoTolr-
Onke og MApa MOAAA pvnpeia Xt HOvo TG Pwpng kat AAAwV TTOAEwV TG Italiog aANG
Kal o€ OAn TN emKpdtela TnG Pwpaikng Autokpatopiag, SnAadry oxedov og 6Ao Tov
KOOMO €KEIVNG TNG EMTOXNAG.

Emiong, €xel xpnotpomoinBOei kat anavaxpnoluonomea o€ MOANA pvnpEia TG ap-
xaiag MuTtiAivng 6mwg oTto apxaio Ofatpo, Pwpaikn ayopd, Pwudikd vdpaywyeio,
Kaotpo, lMNeviTlapt, MNavayid TpouAwTtn K.d., O€ pvnueia TN apxaiag Mepydupou otnv
Mopmnia, otn BaotAkr tou Ayiou Métpov, Bevetia k. a.

Moria )

The well-known ancient quarry of Moria (as “Marmor.Lesbium” in Roman era) is
located at a distance of 5km from Mytilini, on the road towards Moria. It is one of
the greater quarries — maybe the greatest — of the Mediterranean Sea with many
excavation fronts. It constitutes the unique quarry of the Mediterranean Sea that is
located at a distance of only 5 minutes from Mytilini city. It is easily accessible, with a
lovely view and a great number of unfinished works. These quarries were geologically
studied and classified to the wider geological structure of the region. Moreover,
tectonic, petrological, sedimentary data have been recorded, detailed geological
mapping was carried out as well as configuration in a map of all visible excavation
fronts that were 13 in number. More specifically the ancient quarries are located
within the Upper Triassic carbonate sequence of the autochthonous unit of Lesvos
island, which consists of cyclic alternations of dark gray thick bedded limestones rich
in Megalodon with laminated calcareous dolomites of light gray colour.

As obtained from simple geological observations, the ancient quarries of Moria
were used for stone excavation during older times than the Roman era and specifically
during the classic and Hellenistic era.

As seen in the map of the Mediterranean sea, Moria stone was transferred and
used in various monuments, not only in Rome and other Italian cities, but in all the
territory of the Roman Empire, which practically means almost the whole world of
that era.

Moreover, it has been used and reused in many monuments of ancient Mytilini,
such as the ancient Theater, Roman market, Roman aquaduct, Castle, Yeni Mosque,
church of Panagia Trouloti, etc, and in monuments of ancient Pergamos, columns in
Pompeii, in the Praetorium of Gortyn (Crete), at the Villa del Casale of Piazza Armerina,
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\Sicily, in the Basilica of St. Mark, Venice.

To yvwotd apyaio Aatopeio Méplag (otn Pwuaiki emoxr yvwotd wg «Marmo)
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